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Key bibliographical tools for 

Historians 
Bibliographical databases are one of 
the best tools for locating journal 
articles, book reviews, collections of 
essays and conference proceedings 
even if you don’t know the authors or 
article. 

    

 

 In this task you can explore two of the 
most important history ones: Historical 
Abstracts and/or Bibliography of 
British and Irish History. 

You will search for an article by 
subject, locate the full-text in the 
Oxford library system and learn how to 
save the citations. 

 

Using Historical Abstracts 
 Go to the SOLO homepage (http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk) 
 Click Databases A-Z (under Useful Links on the right), and find Historical 
Abstracts. Alternatively, you can search SOLO for the title of the database.  

Historical Abstracts indexes journal publications since 1954 on the history of the world 
from 1450 to the present (excluding the United States and Canada, which are covered 
in America: History and Life). Includes dissertations and some book reviews. 

 Connect to Historical Abstracts. 
 Search for articles on the subject of poor law in the 19th century  

o Type poor law in the first search box 

o Select Subject Terms as the search field. 

 

 

o Limit the historical 
period to the 19th 
century. 

 

 

 Scroll to find the 
following article: Filtness, David. ‘Poverty’s Policeman’  

o In which journal was it published? 

o Who did the author research? 

 Email the citation to yourself 
 Try and find the electronic full-text 
 Now try and find a printed copy via SOLO. 

o Again, click on  

o Chose SOLO 

o Look at Physical Resources only 

o Look at Find & Request for information which library or reading room holds the 
title and write down where you might go to access it. 
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Using Bibliography of British & Irish History 
 From the SOLO homepage, go to Databases A-Z and find Bibliography of 
British & Irish History. Alternatively, you can search SOLO for the title of the 
database.  
(note: medievalists could also try the International Medieval Bibliography) 

BBIH is a comprehensive bibliography to historical writing about the history of Britain, 
Ireland, and relations with the empire and Commonwealth from 55BC to the present. 
Indexes articles, books, essays published since 1901. 

Only has license for 3 concurrent users. If you can’t access it, try again later. 

 Connect to BBIH  
o Click on Advanced Search. 

 Search for articles published by Richard Sharpe 
o How many are there in total? 

 Refine the search to find only articles published since 2010 and look at the 
full display 

o Click Refine Search. 

o In the search form, limit the search to publications after 2010. 

o Of the remaining articles see if the article ‘Iona in 1771’ is available 
electronically. 

 Email the references to yourself 
o Select any or all articles for emailing. 

o Click on Export. 

o Select email as the method of export. 

o Enter your email address and chose output format. 

 Browse the Subject Tree in Advanced Search  
 

o Return to Advanced Search. 

o Click on All Subjects to the right of the Subject tree field.  

o Select any category and drill your way down as far as you like. 

o Select a subject of your choice and insert it in your search form. 

o Complete the search and evaluate the results. 

 
 


